
WHEN GOD SHOWS UP – LESSON 2 

Lesson 2: Developing a Burden for Revival 

Revival comes to a people who are desperate for the presence of 

God in their lives, in their churches, in their culture and beyond. 

Scripture illustrates this powerfully. Psalm 79 is a model of how 

the ancient Israelites recognized their sinfulness against God 

which had led to their captivity. In the midst of this realization 

they began to cry out in desperation for His presence. Also, two 

short passages from Hosea will help you to focus on the spiritual 

rain from heaven and the fact that it is time, in our day, to seek 

the Lord. Praying the Word of God helps you to give voice to what 

is on the heart of God as you live out your life in and for His 

Kingdom. Allow the Father to give you a deep and lasting burden 

to pray for revival. 

 

In this lesson you will learn: 

• learn how praying with the Word of God can align your prayers 

with the heart of God. 

• learn what it means to develop a “burden for revival” by praying 

through Psalm 79. 

• examine Hosea 6:1-3; 10:12 to prepare for the refreshing rain 

of the Lord’s presence and to seek Him for showers of 

righteousness. 

• consider how persecution of the Church fuels revival and 

spiritual awakening in much of the world. 

• understand more fully what it means to be desperate for God to 

do something He has never done in your lifetime. 

 

Reading: 



• When God Shows Up – pages 17-20 (The Refreshing Rain of the 

Lord’s Presence) 

• When God Shows Up – pages 21-24 (A Burden for Revival) 

• Hosea 6:1-3 

• Hosea 10:12 

 

Discussion Questions: 

1. Have you ever felt called by God to pray for or about revival 

either individually or as a church? If yes, what led to this burden? 

If no, why do you think it hasn’t been a priority? 

 

2. Is the awareness of the “presence of God” front and center in 

your life? Explain. 

 

3. Has God ever shown up in a powerful way in your church? If 

so, describe what that was like. If not, what do you think is 

keeping God from moving in your midst? 

 

4. Read Hosea 10:12 out loud. How could the picture of breaking 

up unplowed ground change your view about how to practice 

repentance? 

 

5. Martin Lloyd-Jones stated, “The thirst for God and the longing 

for the exhibition of His glory are the essential preliminaries to 

revival.” What would it take for you to develop this kind of thirst 

for God? 

 



6. Dave mentioned in the Lesson 2 Video that praying Scripture 

can help you to pray in a way that lines up with God’s heart and 

purposes. Is praying the Word of God a spiritual practice that you 

have engaged in before? If yes, how has it helped your prayer 

life? If no, would you consider praying in this way? Why or why 

not? *You may wish to re-visit this question again after you have 

prayed through Scripture in the Spend Time in Prayer section of 

this lesson. 

 

In light of the persecution of the Israelites mentioned in 

Psalm 79, spend some time talking about the persecuted 

Church around the world as it relates to revival or spiritual 

awakening: 

 

7. What have you heard, read, or otherwise noticed about 

believers and the spiritual and numerical growth of the Church as 

a result of persecution? 

 

8. Consider nations like China, Iran, Nigeria and others. How do 

you think persecution fuels the desperate kind of praying that 

attracts the attention of God? 

 

9. Could this kind of persecution come to our nation? Why or why 

not? 

 

10. Do you think persecution may be what is needed to wake up 

the Church in America? Why or why not? 

 

11. How would or do you feel about being persecuted for your 

faith in Christ? 



Spend Time in Prayer 

Leaders: There are three options for your prayer time. Choose 

one or two to lead people through. Encourage people to utilize 

these options during the upcoming week as they pray for God to 

pour out personal revival into their lives: 

 

• Praying Psalm 79 is a way to build a burden for revival 

according to Dave Butts. Obviously, the situation the Jews were 

in when this Psalm was written, is not the same as what is taking 

place in our own nation; however, there are many prayer 

principles that can be shared from their experience as they began 

to seek the Lord during captivity. 

 

Here are some brief notes about Psalm 79 to help you relate to 

the spiritual climate of our nation today and to help inform your 

prayer time. If you have additional time to pray, dig into the 5 

Step Outline for Prayer that follows. 

 

Notes: Likely written by the psalmist (Asaph) during the 

Babylonian captivity of the Jews, Psalm 79 is a song of lament 

from the Israelites: 

 

Ps 79:1-4: The Jews were complaining that ungodly nations had 

desecrated the Temple and destroyed Jerusalem (587 B.C.), 

killing many and enslaving the rest. Recognizing their current 

desperate situation, the Jews began to cry out to God. 

How can we relate within the current climate of our own nation? 

Perhaps this is the beginning place of prayer. Express to God your 

concerns about our nation and ask Him to enable you to trust 

Him with your lives in the midst of difficulty and uncertain times. 



Ps 79:5-12: The Jews realize and admit that their own sins 

brought about their current circumstances. They ask God how 

long the withdrawal of His favor will last, and remind God that His 

honor is at stake before nations who do not call upon His name 

and who look unfavorably on God and His people. 

What sins of the Church and of our nation are robbing God of His 

glory? Allow the realization of our brokenness and sinfulness help 

you to cry out for revival – not for our sakes but for His, because 

we want to see His name honored. 

Psalm 79:2, 4, 11: The Jews tell God that they, His servants, 

have “become a reproach to our neighbors, a scoffing and 

derision to those around us.” They let God know that they are 

suffering. 

How are God’s people suffering today? Our nation is certainly not 

experiencing the same persecution as our brothers and sisters in 

Christ around the world, but what are you noticing about your 

“neighbors” within this current culture? Pray for those who are 

persecuting others (perhaps even you) and ask God to draw them 

to Himself and change their hearts. 

 

5 Step Outline to Pray through Psalm 79: Adapted from page 

23 of When God Shows Up this outline can supplement the 

material above, or it can simply be used as a prayer guide on its 

own: 

 

Step 1: Recognize your current situation. This is a critical 

place to begin. Until the church today arrives at a place of 

desperation as Israel did, we will never develop a full-on burden 

for revival. Tell the Lord your current situation individually and 

corporately. Admit to Him the sinfulness of God’s people and 

what has happened on our watch. 



Step 2: Get serious about the glory of God. “Where is your 

God?” Perhaps you have heard this from unbelievers, or you have 

been appalled by the complete disregard for Jesus in our culture. 

All prayer should be about the glory of God and making Him 

known. Focus your prayers so that God will become known to 

those who mock Him, don’t yet know Him, or who are simply 

aloof to His existence. 

 

Step 3: Pray for mercy, deliverance and forgiveness. The 

first two steps have led us to focus on the need for our 

restoration into the favor of God. Name the sins of the Church in 

our nation in a posture of repentance (such as kneeling) and ask 

the Father for His mercy, deliverance and forgiveness. 

 

Step 4: Ask God to enter into our current situation. “God, 

You answer the accusations of your enemies that have happened 

because of the sad condition of Your people.” The issues we face 

are not because of those who do not believe, but because God’s 

people have not demonstrated Christlikeness to and within the 

culture. 2 Chronicles 7:14 says, “… if my people, who are called 

by my name, will humble themselves and pray and seek my face 

and turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven, 

and I will forgive their sin and will heal their land.” Again, in a 

posture of humility, take this verse to heart as you pray! If we 

ask God to come into our situation rather than trying to “fix it” 

ourselves or depend on government or other people to take care 

of our situation, He will “heal our land.” Perhaps He will be 

pleased to pour out revival when we rely on Him alone. 

 

Step 5: Praise and worship God. As we trust God to work in 

response to our prayers, the next step is honoring Him through 

praise and worship, and a commitment to pass our reverence for 



God on to the next generations. Spend time worshiping the 

Father and proclaiming His greatness! Give Him thanks that He 

has heard and is in the process of answering! 

 

• Listening Prayer (individual): Quietly read through Psalm 79 

slowly and notice what phrases or words jump out at you. Write 

these down and ask God what He wants to show you. Allow a few 

minutes to listen for His response. If you wish to share what God 

has shown you, take time for this. Talk about how this process of 

praying through Psalm 79, and listening to God through it, felt to 

you. Was this a meaningful experience? Explain. Has this 

experience given you a greater burden to pray for personal 

revival and revival in the Church and our nation consistently? 

Why or why not? 

 

• Write a Psalm of Lament (Individual or Group Prayer): 

Another valuable prayer experience would be to write your own 

psalm of lament based on Psalm 79, reflecting your individual 

experience of life in this moment. Or, as a group, write a psalm 

that considers the corporate spiritual climate in which the Church 

and/or our nation currently finds itself. When you are finished, 

pray this psalm as a prayer to the Lord, individually or 

corporately. 

 

Next Steps: 

Hosea 10:12 Prayer Experience   

 


